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Welcome to September!

This month, the Rotary world turns its focus toward Education and Literacy, a theme that
resonates deeply with our club'’s core values. We have a spectacular month ahead, filled
with meaningful partnerships, community milestones, and opportunities to shape the lives
of young learners. In light of the recent passing of the legendary Dolly Parton, we are
reminded of her extraordinary devotion to children’s literacy. Dolly famously believed that
"If you can read, you can do anything, dream anything, and be anything." To honor her
legacy and her long-standing friendship with Rotary, we are launching a Special Children’s
Storybook Drive. We are calling on all members to donate new storybooks suitable for
children aged 5 to 12 years. These books will be donated to East Para Primary School to
inspire a lifelong love of reading in their students. Please bring your donations to our Club
Meetings in September . Let's ensure that, as Dolly said, we need to get as many books as
possible into the hands of our local children.

Also this month, Golden Grove High School will be unveiling their very own Peace Pole this
month, and our club has been cordially invited to witness this historic moment. The Peace
Pole movement, envisioned by Japanese philosopher Masahisa Goi following the tragedies
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, serves as a silent visual message of peace. With over 200,000
poles worldwide—including the landmark installation at the Adelaide Oval in 2023—this
new addition at Golden Grove High School connects our community to a global prayer:
"May Peace Prevail on Earth." It is an honor for our members to support this symbol of
international harmony.

Our commitment to youth development continues with three focus areas : Student and
Sport Awards: Nominations are officially open! We look forward to recognising the
exceptional community focus of our local youth during our gala Awards Night in late
November. We have also been successfully matched with a candidate for the National
Youth Science Forum taking place in early January. We look forward to

hearing about their experience. We are supporting a student to attend

the Health of the River Youth Forum.

It has been said that the strength of a nation’s foundation depends
entirely on the character of the young people we nurture.

As Nelson Mandela famously stated, "Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change the world."

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to our community.
| look forward to another month of incredible growth, learning and
engagement as we work together to make a lasting impact.

~ President Chad ~
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Guest Speaker: Marc Ryan. The beautiful Bogan.
Partners Night.
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Future Bunnings BBQ's

Bunnings BBQ - Cure4CF - 19" August 2026
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RYPEN
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Turn Your Recycling Into Community Impact!

We are excited to partner with Greenwith Grove Recyclers to help turn
everyday recycling into meaningful community outcomes.

Next time you have cans, bottles, scrap metal, or old car batteries to
recycle, simply take them to the Greenwith Grove Recyclers depot on
Greenwith Road, Golden Grove and place the cash return from your
recycling into our donation tin.

It's a simple way to make a difference. Every donation, no matter how
small, helps fund local community projects that create lasting positive
impact for people in our area.
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Rotary South Pacific Conference 2026. People. Planet. Peace.

The Rotary South Pacific Conference (30 October —1 November 2026, Melbourne
Convention & Exhibition Centre) provides an opportunity to see what
strengthening Rotary in our part of the world looks like.

Under the theme People. Planet. Peace., the conference will bring together
leaders, members and Rotaractors from across Australia, New Zealand and the
Pacific to strengthen collaboration and amplify impact across the pilot region.

Rotary International President Elect Larry Lunsford will attend and, in addition to
addressing delegates, will participate in a dedicated session exclusively for current
club presidents — creating a rare opportunity for direct dialogue with Rotary’s
incoming global leader.

With global and regional leaders present, clubs are encouraged to consider

convening district meetings, fellowship gatherings or action group sessions

around the conference dates to maximise collaboration while members are
together in Melbourne.
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