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President’s Message – November Highlights
November has been a month of connection, impact, and strengthening of our Rotary club.
We are thrilled to share the success of our recent visit to Cambodia, where we supported a
school “Opportunities for Development Through Art” (ODA) and contributed to education
initiatives for children in the villages surrounding Siem Reap. Our fundraising efforts along
with the Rotary Club of Salisbury meant we funded battery solar systems for all 7 village
schools and the main ODA school. This meaningful experience reminds us of the
international impact of Rotary and demonstrated Service Above Self across the borders. A
full project report will be presented in the new year. 
Closer to home, our Melbourne Cup luncheon at Sferas was a fantastic success! Thank you to
everyone who joined in the fun and participated in the sweeps - it was a wonderful day of
good food, good fun, cheering the horses along and fundraising.
We had a member attend the District Membership Summit so have lots of ideas to put into
action in the new year to build and strengthen our club.
Our plans for the 2026 Duck Race is coming along nicely with our submission to the Tea
Tree Gully Council pending.
Looking ahead, we have an exciting calendar to finish the year strong:

School and Bunnings BBQs – great opportunities to engage with our communities and
fundraise.
Youth Award School and Sports Awards Night – honouring the achievements of inspiring
young people in our community.
High School Scholarships – financial support to nominated students from 6 local primary
schools for high school uniforms and stationery.
Ladies Aqua Class at Funlife Fitness – promoting health and friendship in our club.
Ronald McDonald House – providing meals for 25 families staying at the house while
caring for their sick children.
Christmas Dinner – celebrating the end of year together with festive fun.
AGM – to secure roles within the club for 2026/27.

Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm. Together, we are making a
difference locally and globally!

Left to right:
Rick Henke (RC Salisbury), Mykal Gurnick, Mr Leng (ODA) 
Teresa Evans, Anthea Walker (RC Salisbury), Merilyn Ramm 
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Up Coming Bunnings BBQ Dates

Up Coming events in December
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4th
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MGG Rotary Youth Awards 2025

~ Recipients of the award ~
Madison Roderick.  The Heights School
Teiana Marsh.  Kings Baptist Grammar
Charlotte Bryant.  Golden Grove High

Nicola Botha.  Banksia Park International 
Morgan Broadbent.  Gleeson College

Liezel Wong. Modbury High
Marcus Gill.  TTG Soccer Club
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Melbourne Cup Luncheon at
Sfera’s Convention Centre

We were honoured to have supported Sferas with the Melbourne Cup event by running the
sweeps. Congratulations to the winners and to everyone who enjoyed an afternoon of great
food, great company and great entertainment. We raised over $3k for our club projects to

support the community from this event. 
Sferas ( now managed by Tea Tree Gully Council ) is a fantastic venue 

for your future events.
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Name: Elizabeth (Liz) Gurnick
Where were you born?  Edinburgh, Scotland. Moved to Manchester, England
aged 3 years, then came to Australia aged 9 years, on the 10 pound pom
scheme with my family.
What did you do for work before retirement?  For over 20 years I worked at
Hillcrest Hospital then Port Adelaide Central Mission, supporting people with
psychiatric and intellectual disability. The last 10 years of work I was the Office
Manager for a medical centre.
If you had a super hero power, what would it be?  To be able to increase
more hours in the day.
What was your Rotary moment?  I was encouraged by my son Mykal to join
Rotary. I’m glad I did as I’ve met some lovely people and enjoy being out
supporting the community projects we do.
In 5 years time, Liz will be? Who knows. Maybe on a cruise somewhere,
anywhere lol

6
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Para Vista Primary School Community Hub
Nilukshi Cooray from Para Vista Primary School.Community Hub

came and spoke about their community Hub and what 
programs and services they offer to their students and families. 

Our Club will be donating the money raised at our next 
Bunnings BBQ towards their Food Hamper Program. 

Cottage Grove Quilters 
These dedicated ladies have been making a remarkable impact in
our local community through their handmade quilts, which they
donate to those in need, including children in crisis (via backpack
for kids), residents in aged care homes, palliative care patients, and
individuals living with disabilities. Our Club have made a donation
towards their cause and will continue to follow their cause in our
local community.

Teresa and Mykal have returned back from their exciting
adventure to Siem Reap Camboadia. Here are some fun 

facts about Cambodia.
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~ Puzzle Time ~
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CLUB MEETINGS 
~ January ~
TUES 13th 
TUES 27th 
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Our Club Is On
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